free verse. He was strictly honest in his thought and speech, and he detested sham and artificiality. His approach to every problem was logical; his appreciation of its merits or demerits was always fair, and he could admirably assess its value to the profession and the community.
He went straight to the heart of a written document, stripping it of its redundant verbiage, and exposing the essentials. His outlook was broad, and sane and sympathetic, and he could decide an issue, even where his personal interests were concerned, with complete impartiality. He was endowed with an all-embracing tolerance, not only in his dealings with his fellows, but in his general outlook on affairs. He was never guilty of any unkind word to a colleague, nor of a mean action.
His classical training had taught him the value and beauty of the simple things of life. He loved the country, a view of sunshine and shadow on a mountain-side, the roar of a mountain torrent in its rush to the sea, or the compelling beauty of a sunset after rain. He possessed an admirable self-control. Yet beneath a calm and unruffled exterior lay a lovable and simple personality, grateful for the affection and goodwill of his friends, and pleased by little acts of kindness and consideration.
It was in the ward kitchen, at the dinner-table, or round the fireside that his personality was most effectively revealed, and no one who was privileged to meet him on these occasions could fail to appreciate the natural charm, the spontaneous humour, the essential simplicity, and the inherent greatness of the man. He was generous to a degree, and his deep sympathy with those in suffering and distress was expressed not only in personal service, but in financial support for every good cause. He had a genius for hospitality,, and a happy facility for putting his guests completely at their ease. He was at home in any company and could entertain complete strangers as successfully as his best friends. He rose to every emergency, as to his last, with unflinching courage and fortitude.
To Lady Johnstone, who shared so fully in all his interests and with whom he had enjoyed an ideally happy life, the deep sympathy of the president, fellows, and members of the Ulster Medical Society is affectionately tendered.
Sir "We do honour to-day to this proud record, which has brought distinction to Queen's and to Northern Ireland. But it is also fitting, on this occasion where the array of academic costume blazes over our fellowship of learning,. to say how beloved a member of that community is our Emeritus Professor. You, my Lord
Chancellor, are about to cause to be inscribed in the roll of Honorary Doctors of Law the name of Sir Robert James Johnstone. May I say that he possesses qualities of character which have inscribed 'R.J.' on the hearts of his colleagues."
NEW OPERATING-THEATRES IN THE MATER INFIRMORUM HOSPITAL, BELFAST
A new operating-block has been added to the Mater Infirmorum Hospital, Belfast. This is a two-storey building with two theatres and a sterilising-room situated on the ground floor. The walls of the theatres are finished with a pale green tile, rising to an ivory frieze and ceiling, the whole blending harmoniously with a green tinted terrazzo floor. Wash-basins with the latest mixing valves are fitted for the surgeons' use. The operating-tables and other theatre equipment are made of stainless steel. Lighting is through large bay-windows, into which is fitted a triplicate glass, providing the maximum reflection of daylight. Artificial lighting is by shadowless electric lamps, which are fitted with a dual supply from the mains and from a battery, so that if during an operation the mains current fails, the battery will function instantaneously. Ventilation is principally by electric suction.
